The effect of prolonged administration of disulfiram alone or in combination with ethanol on some indices of lipid metabolism in the blood serum and hepatic tissue of the rat.
Disulfiram alone or in combination with ethanol was administered orally for six weeks. Disulfiram significantly elevated the triglyceride level in the blood serum and hepatic tissue and cholesterol level in the blood serum, and depressed the content of free fatty acids in the hepatic tissue. Given together with ethanol, disulfiram increased the concentration of triglycerides and cholesterol in the blood serum and depressed the cholesterol level in the hepatic tissue. Given separately or in combination with ethanol, disulfiram disturbed the lipid metabolism. The results may indicate that chronically given disulfiram may produce in man similar disturbance and owing to that may aggravate hepatic steatosis present in 60--90% of alcoholics, in this way intensifying the damage of this organ.